CHAPTER    X
LEADERS AND NOBODIES
THE questions answered in this book follow one
another in the manner of the old rhyme, "Who killed
Cock Robin?" One question leads to another; but now
the last is reached. The questions, Whose good is the
common good? and, Of what does that good consist?
have led to the question in the kst chapter, What sort
of men and women are likely to make and enjoy the
common good which has been discussed? But the
final question is the most pointed. This must now be
answered: Which of us, who are now living, can
begin the work? And the answer is: The Nobodies,
John Smith and Mary Brown, who are unknown to
the newspapers, who wear no political shirts, who are
indeed indistinguishable to any eye which sees only
"the mass" and "an 6Iite." If John Smith and Mary
Brown could hear the argument which has been
followed so far, it would not matter that superior
persons did not approve. Common folk would
understand.
But surely John Smith and Mary Brown cannot be
expected to organise public health and research in
education, to govern colonies, and to decide about
the gold standard? No; they rightly transfer to
specialists not only the diagnosis and the prescription
for social ills, but also power to command. The